
State Leadership Matrix 
Gulf of Mexico Alliance 

 
Alliance Management Team 
The Alliance Management Team (AMT) directs all Alliance activities 

 Alabama Florida Louisiana Mississippi Texas 

Governor’s 
Representative 
(s) 

 
Barnett Lawley 
Commissioner,  
ADCNR 
334-242-3486 
dcnr_commissioner@dcnr.alabama.gov 
 
Trey Glen 
Director, ADEM 
334-271-7710  
Director@adem.state.al.us 
 

 
Bob Ballard 
Deputy Secretary 
Lands & Recreation, FDEP 
850-245-2043 
bob.g.ballard@dep.state.fl.us 
 
 

 
Dr. Hal Leggett  
Secretary 
LDEQ  
602 N. Fifth Street  
Baton Rouge, LA 70802  
Email:  Harold.Leggett@la.gov  
Phone: (225) 219-3950  
 
Louis Buatt  
Assistant Secretary  
Office of Coastal Restoration & 
Management, LDNR  
(225) 342-3583 
Louis.Buatt@la.gov  
 
 

 
Bill Walker 
Executive Director 
MDMR  
1141 Bayview Ave., Suite 101 
Biloxi, MS 39530 
228-374-5000 
228-374-5005 (fax) 
Bill.Walker@dmr.ms.gov 
 
Trudy Fisher 
Executive Director 
MDEQ 
P.O. Box 2261 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261 
601-961-5000 
Trudy_Fisher@deq.state.ms.us 

 
Buddy Garcia 
Chairman 
TCEQ 
512-239-5515 
bgarcia@tceq.state.tx.us 
 

State Leads 

 
Phillip Hinesley 
Coastal Section Chief 
State Lands Division, ADCNR 
31115 5 Rivers Blvd. 
Spanish Fort, AL 36527 
251-621-1216 
phillip.hinesley@dcnr.alabama.gov 
 
Marilyn Elliott         
Deputy Director, ADEM 
334-271-7710 
mge@adem.state.al.us 
 
Steve Jenkins 
Chief, Field Operations Division, ADEM 
334-394-4382 
soj@adem.state.al.us 

 
Lee Edmiston 
Director 
Coastal & Aquatic Managed Areas, 
FDEP 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard M.S. 
235 Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
(850)245-2094 
lee.edmiston@dep.state.fl.us 
 
Gary Lytton 
Director 
Rookery Bay NERR 
 (239) 417-6310 
Gary.Lytton@dep.state.fl.us 
 
Seth Blitch 
Director 
Apalachicola NERR 
850-670-4783 
Seth.Blitch@dep.state.fl.us 
 

 
Paul D. Miller  
Assistant Secretary  
Office of Environmental Assessment  
LDEQ  
(225) 219-3233 
paul.miller@la.gov  
 

 
Richard Ingram 
Chief, Basin Management Branch  
MDEQ 
601-961-5078 
Richard_Ingram@deq.state.ms.us 
 
Jerry Cain 
Director, Office of Pollution Control 
MDEQ 
601-961-5100 
jerry_cain@deq.state.ms.us 
 
 

 
Becky Walker 
Assistant to the Chairman 
TCEQ 
512-239-5235 
bwalker@tceq.state.tx.us 
 
Jody Henneke 
Deputy Commissioner 
Coastal Resources Program 
TGLO 
512-463-6542 
jhenneke@glo.state.tx.us 
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AMT “For 
Information” 
 

 
Steve Heath 
Chief Biologist 
ADCNR Marine Resources Division 
P.O.Box 458 
Gulf Shores, AL. 36547 
251-968-7576 
Steve.Heath@dcnr.alabama.gov 
 

 
 

  
LaDon Swann 
MS-AL Sea Grant Consortium 
703 East Beach Drive 
P.O. Box 7000 
Ocean Springs, MS 39566-7000 
228-818-8843 
228-818-8841 (fax) 
swanndl@auburn.edu 
 
Mike Carron 
Chief Scientist, Northern Gulf Institute 
228-688-3228 
mcarron@ngi.msstate.edu 
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Priority Issue Teams 
The Priority Issue Teams, or PITs, provide leadership in regional coordination on the Alliance’s six Priority Issues.  Gulf State Team Leads are highlighted in BLUE. 

 Alabama Florida Louisiana Mississippi Texas 

Environmental 
Education 
Coordinator(s) 

 
Phillip Hinesley 
ADCNR 
251-621-1216 
phillip.hinesley@dcnr.alabama.gov 
 
John Dindo 
Assistant Director 
Dauphin Island Sea Lab 
101 Bienville Blvd. 
Dauphin Island, AL  36528 
251-861-7558 
jdindo@disl.org 
 
Lee Yokel 
Environmental Education Network 
Coordinator 
Dauphin Island Sea Lab 
251-861-8201 
lyokel@disl.org 

 
Tabitha Whalen Stadler 
Coastal Training Coordinator 
Rookery Bay NERR 
300 Tower Road  
Naples, FL 34113  
239-417-6310, ext. 209 
tabitha.stadler@dep.state.fl.us 
 
Robyn Schoessel 
Gulf Alliance Educator,  
Rookery Bay NERR 
239-417-6310, ext.219 
robyn.schoessel@dep.state.fl.us 
 
Bridget Washburn 
Gulf Alliance Educator 
Rookery Bay NERR 
239-417-6310 ext.229 
bridget.washburn@dep.state.fl.us  

 
Ann Wilson  
Program Coordinator for Science  
Division of Standards, Assessments, and 
Accountability, LA Dept of Ed.  
P.O. Box 94064  
Physical address: 1201 N. Third St.  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 - 9064  
Phone (225) 342-0140  
ann.wilson@la.gov  
 
 
Dianne Lindstedt  
Marine Education Coordinator  
Louisiana Sea Grant College Program  
201 Sea Grant Building , LSU  
Baton Rouge, LA 70803  
Phone: 225.578.1558  
dlindst@lsu.edu  

 
Sharon Walker 
Professor Emeritus, USM 
(228) 872-4211 
Sharon.Walker@usm.edu 

 
Scott Jones 
Pub. Participation & Ed. Coordinator 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
(281) 486-1245  
sjones@tceq.state.tx.us  
 
Tara Schultz 
Director of Science Education  
Texas State Aquarium  
(361) 881-1218  
tschultz@txstateaq.org 
 

Water Quality 
Coordinator(s) 

 
Mark Ornelas 
Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management (ADEM) 
251-450-3430 
meo@adem.state.al.us 
 

 
Steve Wolfe 
Program Administrator 
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed 
Areas 
FDEP 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd. MS-47 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 
850-245-2102 
850-245-2110 (fax) 
steven.wolfe@dep.state.fl.us 
 
Linda Sedlacek  
FDEP  
850-245-3021 
Linda.Sedlacek@dep.state.fl.us 

 
Dugan Sabins 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
LDEQ 
Water Quality Assessment Division 
P.O. Box 4314 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
225-219-3553 
225-219-3240 (fax) 
dugan.sabins@la.gov 
 
Kris Pintado 
Environmental Scientist 
LDEQ 
225-219-3596 
Kris.Pintado@la.gov 
 

 
Henry Folmar 
Chief, Field Services Division 
MDEQ 
P.O. Box 2261 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261 
601-961-5529 
Henry_Folmar@deq.state.ms.us 
 
Alice Dossett  
Chief, Water Quality Monitoring Program, 
MDEQ  
601-961-3964 
alice_dossett@deq.state.ms.us 
 

 
Mark Fisher 
Aquatic Scientist, TCEQ  
 (512) 239-4586 
MFISHER@tceq.state.tx.us 
 
James Simons 
TPWD 
james.simons@tpwd.state.tx.us 
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Restoration 
Coordinator(s) 

 
Carl Ferraro 
Natural Resource Planner 
ADCNR State Lands Coastal Section 
31115 - 5 Rivers Blvd. 
Spanish Fort, AL  36527 
(251) 621-1216  
(251) 621-1331 (f) 
carl.ferraro@dcnr.state.al.us 
 
Roy Collins 
ADEM 
251-432-6533 
RHC@adem.state.al.us 

 
Randy Runnels 
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed 
Areas 
FDEP 
130 Terra Ceia Road 
Terra Ceia, FL 34250 
941-721-2068 x207 
Randy.runnels@dep.state.fl.us 

Seth Blitch (Alternate) 
FDEP  
(850) 653-8063  
seth.blitch@dep.state.fl.us 

 
 

 
James Pahl  
LCA Science & Technology Office 
(225) 342-2413 
 james.pahl@la.gov 
 
Greg DuCote  
Coastal Management Division 
LDNR  
225-342-5052  
gregory.ducote@la.gov 

 
Robert Seyfarth 
Environmental Permitting 
Office of Pollution Control 
MS DEQ 
PO Box 10385 
Jackson, MS 39289-0385 
601-961-5160 
robert_seyfarth@deq.state.ms.us 
 
George Ramseur 
MDMR 
228-374-5000 
george.ramseur@dmr.ms.gov 

 
Cherie O’Brien 
Coastal Fisheries 
TPWD 
1502 FM 517 East 
Dickinson, TX 77539  
281-534-0132 
cherie.obrien@tpwd.state.tx.us  
 
Tom Calnan 
TGLO 
1700 N. Congress Ave 
Austin, TX 78701-1495 
512-463-5100 
512-475-0860 (fax) 
Tom.calnan@glo.state.tx.us 
 

Nutrients 
Coordinator(s) 

 
Lynn Sisk 
Chief, Water Quality Branch 
Water Division 
Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management (ADEM) 
P.O. Box 301463 
Montgomery, AL  36110 
334-271-7826 
ls@adem.state.al.us 

 
Steve Wolfe 
Program Administrator 
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed 
Areas, FDEP 
850-245-2102 
850-245-2110 (fax) 
steven.wolfe@dep.state.fl.us 
 
Charles Kovach 
FDEP 
13051 N. Telecom Pkwy.  
Temple Terrace, FL  33637-0926  
813-632-7600 x329  
Charles.Kovach@dep.state.fl.us 
 

 
Dugan Sabins 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Water Quality Assessment Division, 
LDEQ 
225-219-3553 
225-219-3240 (fax) 
dugan.sabins@la.gov 
 
Kris Pintado 
Environmental Scientist 
LDEQ 
Water Quality Assessment Division  
225-219-3596 
225-219-3240 (fax) 
Kris.Pintado@la.gov 
 

 
Kim Caviness 
Chief, Water Quality Standards Program 
MDEQ 
P.O. Box 2261 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261 
601.961.5390 
601.961.5357 (fax) 
kim_caviness@deq.state.ms.us 
 
Natalie Guedon  
Chief, Water Quality Assessment 
Program  
601-961-5150 
natalie_guedon@deq.state.ms.us 
 

 
Sidne Tiemann 
TCEQ 
512-239-4606 
stiemann@tceq.state.tx.us 
 
George Guillen 
UH-CL 
281-283-3950 
guillen@cl.uh.edu 
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Habitat 
Identification 
Coordinator(s) 

 
Scott Phipps 
Research Coordinator, Weeks Bay 
NERR  
11300 US HWY 98 
Fairhope AL  36532 
251-928-9792  
scott.phipps@dcnr.alabama.gov 
 
Sarah Johnston 
GIS Technician 
Weeks Bay Reserve 
Coastal Section 
251-928-9792 
Sarah.Johnston@dcnr.alabama.gov 
 

 
David Palandro 
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission 
100 Eighth Avenue Southeast 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-896-8626 x3056  
727-893-1679 (fax)  
david.palandro@myfwc.com 
 
Cristina Carollo 
FWRI 
727-896-8626 
Cristina.Carollo@myFWC.com 
 
Dave Reed 
FWRI 
727-896-8626 
Dave.Reed@myFWC.com 
 

 
Jeff Marx 
New Iberia Marine Fisheries Office 
LDWF 
337-373-0032 
337-373-018 (fax) 
jmarx@wlf.louisiana.gov 

 
Grant Larsen 
Coastal Management & Planning 
MDMR 
(228) 523-4123 
Grant.Larsen@dmr.ms.gov 
 

 
Larry McKinney  
Executive Director  
Harte Research Institute 
6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5869  
Corpus Christi, Texas  78412-5869  
(361) 825-2070 
http://www.harteresearchinstitute.org  
E-mail: larry.mckinney@tamucc.edu 

Coastal 
Community 
Resiliency 
Coordinator(s) 

 
Stephen C. Jones 
Geological Investigations Division  
Geological Survey of Alabama  
420 Hackberry Lane  
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486  
(205)247-3601  
sjones@gsa.alabama.gov  
 
Kelly Brinkman 
Natural Resource Planner 
State Lands Division-Coastal Section 
31115 Five Rivers Blvd. 
Spanish Fort, AL 36527 
(251) 621-1216  
Kelly.Brinkman@dcnr.alabama.gov 

 
Heather Lake-Burger, MPH, MS, CHES
Division Manager - Preparedness 
Division of Environmental Health 
Florida Department of Health 
4052 Bald Cypress Way Bin A08 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
850-245-4571 (w) 
850-528-4685 (c) 
Heather_Lake@doh.state.fl.us 

 
Michele Deshotels 
Louisiana CPRA Integrated Planning 
Team  
225-248-4190 
michele.deshotels@la.gov 
 

 
Tina Shumate  
MDMR 
228 523-4122 
Tina.Shumate@dmr.ms.gov 

 
Jim Weatherford 
Senior Administrator, Hazard Mitigation 
Coastal Coordination Division 
TGLO Coastal Resources Program     
P.O. Box 12873 
Austin, TX 78711-2873 
(512) 463-2572     
Jim.Weatherford@glo.state.tx.us         
 
John Jacob 
Associate Professor and Extension  
Coastal Community Dev. Specialist  
Texas Sea Grant 
2700 Earl Rudder Freeway S, Suite 1800 
College Station, TX 77845 
(281) 218-0565  
jjacob@tamu.edu 
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